
Public Health Opioid 
Update

Mississippi Opioid Crisis

Daniel P. Edney, MD, FACP, FASAM
State Health Officer









THE MS DRUG-OVERDOSE MORTALITY

FROM 2017 TO 2022 IN MS:
• Deaths involving opioids 

increased by 208.3%
• Deaths involving 

benzodiazepines increased 
by 22.9%

• Deaths involving 
psychostimulants increased 
by 420.6%

• Deaths involving cocaine 
increased by 180%
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The number of overdose deaths in MS increased by 442 cases, from 346 in 2017 to 
788 in 2021.

HOW CAN WE TURN THE TIDE?

What can be done to 
reverse this troubling 
trend?
• Increasing public 

awareness of the risks 
associate with opioid 
use.

• Improving access to 
naloxone for all MS

• Enhancing access to 
MAT/MOUD for MS

346

586

788









PUBLIC HEALTH STRATEGIES
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Odfree.org
Naloxone Distribution

@danedneymd  “Mississippi SHO”

@msdh

@MakeMSODFree



Thank You!
Daniel.Edney@msdh.ms.gov

(601) 576-7634







Medical Cannabis

Treat as any controlled substance

Consider being a cannabis program provider

Be careful and do it right





What can you do in your practice?
Use as a last 

resort

Risk stratify

Be an 
educated 
prescriber

Beware co-
prescribing 

and illicit use

Learn about 
SBIRT

Be prepared 
with referral 
relationships
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